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Since its foundation in 1943, the Swiss Tropical Institute (STI) has
been known worldwide for the quality of its teaching, research
and services. During the last two years, the institutional devel-
opment was marked by integrating the former Institute of So-
cial and Preventive Medicine of the University of Basel —as a re-
sult more than 600 collaborators from over 40 nations work in
more than 20 countries around the world within the new Swiss
Tropical and Public Health Institute (Swiss TPH) under a shared vi-
sion. Swiss TPH continues to be an associated institute of the
University of Basel, with extensive teaching commitments in
three faculties, including many postgraduate programmes and
courses.

Swiss TPH follows a broad interdisciplinary approach to de-
velop concepts, methods, and products, to provide evidence for
what works and to strengthen public health systems and poli-
cies. The institute is collaborating in research, services, and train-
ing with institutions not only in Europe, but also on all other con-
tinents and therefore contributes a lot to capacity development
even in resource poor settings.

Teaching and training remain as one of the cornerstones of
the institute’s activities. Besides the efforts in the University of
Basel, Swiss TPH contributes to tropEd, the Network for Educa-
tion in International Health, hosting masters and short course
students every year. Since January 2011, the tropEd secretariat is
located at Swiss TPH. Furthermore, the postgraduate teaching
activities of the institute are embedded within the Swiss School
of Public Health (SSPH+) — an established collaboration in public
health and health economics of seven Swiss universities (Basel,
Bern, Geneva, Lausanne, Lugano, Neuchatel and Zurich).

At all levels of the teaching activities, Swiss TPH encourages
a student-centered and problem-solving approach, which entails
group work, field and laboratory practicals, round-table discus-
sions, seminars and tutorials.
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